236                                LOTH AIR.

danced with Lady Flora Falkirk, and her sister, Lady
Grizell, was in the same quadrille. They moved about
like young giraffes in an African forest, but looked bright
and happy. Lothair liked his cousins ; their inexperience
and innocence, and the simplicity with which they ex-
hibited and expressed their feelings, had in it something
bewitching. Then the rough remembrance of his old life
at Falkirk and its contrast with the present scene, had in
it something stimulating. They were his juniors by several
years, but they were always gentle and kind to him; and
sometimes it seemed he was the only person whom they
too had found kind and gentle. He called his cousin
too by her Christian name, and he was amused, standing
by this beautiful giantess, and calling her Flora. There
were other amusing circumstances in the quadrille ; not
the least, Lord St. Aldegonde dancing with Mrs. Oampian,
The wonder of Lady St. Aldegonde was only equalled bj
her delight.

The Lord Lieutenant was standing by the Duke in a
corner of the saloon, observing not with dissatisfaction his
daughter, Lady Ida Alice, dancing with Lothair.

1 Do you know this is the first time I ever had the
honour of meeting a Cardinal ? ' he said.

' And we never expected that it would happen to either
of us in this country when we were at Christchurch to-
gether,' replied the Duke.

' Well, I hope everything is for the best,,' said Lord
Agramont. l We are to have all these gentlemen in our
good city of Grandehester to-morrow.'

1 So I understand.'

' You read that paragraph in the newspapers ? Do you
fchink there is anything in it ? '

* About our friend ?    It would be a great misfortune.'

* The Bishop says there is nothing in it,* said the Lord
Lieu tenant.